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TA E following Eſſay was 

at firſt intended to be dedi- 
cated to the Public, but as 
your Majeſty is the Head of 
that Public, and your honour 
and welfare equally concern- 
ed in what it treats of, I 

A 2 humbly 


4 „„ E | 
humbly beg leave to ſubmit 


it to your royal conſideration, | 
and am, with real fincerity, 
affection, and reſpect, 
Your Majeſty's 
Dutiful, loyal, 
And faithful Subject, 
THE AUTHOR, 
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| HE period we are now at, the 
eventful changes occaſioned by the 


late war, in the total diſmemberment 


of thirteen of the moſt fertile and power- 
ful provinces of America from the Britiſh 
Empire, and the emancipation of Ireland 
from the ſubjugation of the Legiſlature 
of her ſiſter tate, naturally induce men 
of conſideration, who are lovers of their 

King and country, to turn in their 
thoughts the effects theſe changes and re- 
volutions may produce; and whether 
they will not ultimately tend to the 


advantage inſtead of detriment of both. 


The 


r 2 7 

The idea of ſuch a loſs is, I con- 
feſs, gloomy, and appears great indeed; 
but I hope briefly to ſhew, that in- 
ſtead of impoveriſhing, it will en- 
rich theſe kingdoms, and turn out the 
ſureſt and only means of reducing, and 
finally liquidating their national debts, 
and rendering what remains (by recurring 
to firſt principles of virtuous purity and 
cconomy, by the compactneſs of the 
empire, and governing it by honeſt, not 
factious, corrupt, and fooliſh councils, 
a truſty Adminiſtration under a virtuous 
and prudent Monarch) of more ſtrength 
to defend, more power and force to 
attack, and eaſier to manage and conduct, 
than when clogged with the unwieldy 
burden of too large and diſtant a portion 
of continent; which made the Parent 
State, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
dropſical, the body and members infi- 
nitely too large for its head, not but that 
it might ſtill have remained annexed to 
the crown of theſe realms, at leaſt for 
many years to dme, under any juſt and 
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wiſe Adminiſtration, who (in their adult 


age) had treated them as friends and allies, 
not as children and ſlaves; under factions 


whoſe corrupt views were ſordid and 


ſelfiſh, whoſe love of peculation, weak 


minds, and baſer diſpoſitions, would im- 
molate their King and Country, at the 


ſhrine of ambition, power, and avarice, 
and this is a melancholy but true picture 
of moſt of the late Adminiſtrations, during 


His Majeſty” s reign, who, faultleſs himſelf, 


has had the blame and odium of abſurd, 
violent, and pernicious councils and 


ruinous meaſures, attempted to be laid at 


his door; who hath lately had the govern- 


ment of his kingdom, nay, the power of 


appointing his own ſervants, and the 
regulation of his own family concerns, 


28 eſtabliſhment of his ſon's houſhold, 


interfered in, and wreſted out of his 


hands, by a junto and coalition of inte- 


reſts, till then inimical and of different 


principles, and whoſe inconſiſtency hath 
rendered it obnoxious, and ſuſpicious to 
both realms, as well as to the Sovereign, 


whoſe 
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fligacy of manners, diſſipation and poverty, 
of deſperate and ruined fortunes, mere Ca- 
talines, alieni appelentes ſui profuſi, ingre- 
dients which ill fit them for Stateſmen; 

which, ſurely, compoſe no part of a confi- 


dential Miniſtry, for without integrity and 


property, a ſtrict adheſion to truth, juſtice, 
and their word, what Monarch, what 
people can truſt them? What dependence 
can be head on men, whoſe words and 
actions, in and out of office, differ; whoſe 


private and public characters have not 


ſquared; whoſe lives have been a con- 
tinued ſyſtem of deceit, treachery, and 
inconſiſtency; a direct contradiction to 
every principle of honour or honeſty, 
yet of ſuch a miſerable and wretched far- 
rago 3s the preſent, and moſt of the latter 
Adminiſtrations made up; need we then 


look further at the loſſes the empire has 


ſuſtained, the cauſes of inadequate treaties 
of peace, as well as unſucceſsful wars; 
3 | and 


whoſe only ſtay is the character of one 
man, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the reſt being moſtly men of notorious pro- 


RE 
and the late revolutions which have taken 
place, do not they prove their incapacity 
to- manage, and that oratorical abilities 


unbacked by the confidence of the King 
and people, (for as their intereſts are the 


fame, I ſhall never ſeparate them, as 
wicked miniſters and factions have at- 


tempted) though they may by falſe o- 
louring for a time delude, can never 


long impoſe upon a diſcerning people, 
but muſt ſhortly ſink into merited con- 
. 8 


To ſuch men and their principles we 
owe the diſtreſſes theſe kingdoms la- 


bour under; the debts which affect the 


ſubjects, to their inſatiable luſt for emo- 
luments, the numberleſs ſinecure and 
uſeleſs places, the diſgraceful penſions, 
and exceedings of the civil and military 
lifts, the ſecret ſervice money, and ex- 
traordinaries, and jobbing contracts 


; whieh afflict . kingdoms. I 
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White ſuch men, and ſuch principles 


are ſuffered to bear ſway, tis in vain to 
look either for reform or retrenchment. 


The good Government of an empire, 


depends not on venal or proſtitute parlia- 
mentary majorities, they never ſpeak the 


ſenſe of the people, witneſs the late Par- 


lament of Ireland, which through one 


ſeſſion reſiſted every endeavour for the 


national welfare, and the next unſaid, 


and undid, what they had before ſaid, 


and done; witneſs the change of admi- 
niſtration, the ſpeeches from the throne, 
and ſubſequent acts of parliament in both 


kingdoms, + 


There is not that myſtery, or difficulty 


in the management of public affairs, in 
deing a good ſtateſman, as crafty men 


* 


Integrity, and independence are the 
ground-work, the foundation of each, and 


"requires but a moderate ſhare of abilities to 


conduct, 


TS 1 


conduct, the aſſiſtanee, good will, and 
confidence of the people, which muſt 
ever follow; integrity and independence, 
will amply ſupply all other wants. 


The good qualities of the heart will 
make amends for the deficiencies of the 
head ; but this is begging the queſtion, 
for I truſt we have men both of abilities 
and integrity, who have independence to 
back them, and therefore want not to 
prey on the vitals of their country ; the 
happy temperment of our laws and con- 


ſtitution, the ſyſtem of our education, 
and above all, the bleffed effects of a 
pure (if well attended to) religion, with- 


out which, no man can be depended on; 


preſent opportunities for ſuch worthies 


as ſcarce any other country can afford, 
and hath conſequently produced more 
men of genius; greater in war, ſcience, 
and the ſenate, than all the countries of | 
Uo oor: together, 
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Such are now to be had, (under the 
auſpices of a Sovereign, the protector and 
encourager of the liberal arts, of truth, 
and of merit) capable and willing to per- 
form the functions of place without its 
emoluments, whoſe diſintereſtedneſs and 
integrity, would by a judicious curtail- 


ment of every unneceſſary expence and 


office, without infringing on the Royal 
Houſhold or State, for I am not one of 


thoſe who want to leſſen the dignity, or 
power of the Crown, but only that of 


evil and corrupt Miniſters, and by an 


honeſt application of the public revenues, 


and œconomy in collecting them, and 


the wife management of the ſinking fund, 


ſoon leſſen and pay ol thy n of n 
county. | 


| This, ant this 3 ſhould be the « cri- 


Ny to judge of Miniſters, if they did 
not. ſettle their accounts annually, and 
thereby convince ' the people that con- 


fiderable deductions have been made in 
the je of Dunks holds 1 in : their debts, 


— 
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taxes, and expences: ſuch a Miniſtry 
ſhould by univerſal conſent be diſmiſſed, 


and a more proper one put in its place; 4 
integrity and &conomy would then take 
place of fraud and extravagant profuſion, 


they would become national objects, and 


reſtore us to the firſt principles of virtu- 
ous Government. „ MJ 


Theſe then are ks Nos zutun of theſe 
ſiſter kingdoms, intereſts they ought 


never to looſe ſight of, which when at- 


tainted, will amply compenſate for their 
loſſes in America, if (except the blood 
and treaſure ſpent there) it can be called 
ſo; I maintain the reverſe, we never 
could manage ſo diſtant and large an em- 
pire, but at a great annual and increaſing 
expence. A little reflection will ſhew, 
that a great part of the debts of theſe 


nations, the increaſe, of taxes, places, 


contracts, and what i is Rill worſe venality, 


corruption, intrigue, profuſion, and fac- 
tion, evils enough to fap the foundations 


of the greateſt e haye had their 
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ſpurce from thence : a Stamp Act was 
the only internal tax likely to have 
operated there, from its nature of le- 


galizing the transfer of property not 


yalid without it. 


When that unjuſtifiable engine of 
power (unleſs to raiſe a ſubſidy for flagi- 
tious miniſters to extend their depreda- 
tions on the public) and lawleſs ſway 
could not go down, how weak and ruin- 
ous were the trifling expedients of the 
Declaratory and Tea Acts; but thoſe 
topics have been fo often and abler 
handled, and now grown ſtale and 
foreign to my purpoſe, that I ſhall add 
no more on that ſubject, but to remark, 
that to the conduct of miniſters in thoſe 
futile and abſurd attempts, and the dif- 
ſoluteneſs and remiſſneſs of commanders 


ſent to enforce them, who. preferred 


making their own fortunes, to the ho- 
mour and welfare of the King and Coun- 
try, and have yet been ſuffered to enjoy 
the fruits of their villainy, do we owe 
the. 
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the diſunion of thoſe provinces from the 
parent ſtate, ſeparation I ſhould not ſay, 
for unleſs by folly we continue to alienats 
their affection, and natural channel of 
their trade. Natural as being allied in 
blood, religion, and conſtitution to us, 
the treaſures ſpent there will quickly 
flow in again, and Britain and Ireland 
once more enjoy all the priſtine benefits 
of America, without the expence of 
keeping it; thus far I truſt I have prov- 
ed my aflertion, that the diſmemberment 
Of America is rather a gain than a loſs. 
to us, and that if we maintain a ſuperior 
navy to the reſt of Europe and America, 

for on our wooden walls depend our 

trade, and exiſtence as an empire, and a. 
marine inſtead of a much more expenſive 
and leſs uſeful land force, if we en- 
courage Ireland to improve her ports and 
erect a navy, to add to and ſtrengthen, 
but which can never vie with, or act 
inimical to Britain, whatever the ground- 
Leſs jealouſy of weak or factious men 
have ſuggeſted, or may pretend (and 
this 
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this is one of the principal amongſt the 


true intereſts of the empire) we may 


bid defiance to the combined world, 
either to annoy our countries, or injure 


our commerce, and this the ſituation of 
theſe kingdoms, their maritime ports, 


particularly the capacious ones of Ireland, 
open to all the world, freed from im- 
pediments of ſhoals, or ice, or being 
wind- bound, or to the delays of flow 
navigation in working up channels, are 
moſt admirably adapted for, and would 
of neceſſity make us the carriers of 
Europe, the monepoliſts of trade of the 
Weſtern or oriental hemiſpheres, cir- 
cumſtances attending no other ſtate in 
Europe, and in which Ireland hath evis 
dently the advantage over Britain, 


In thefe conſiderations are compre- 
hended the political, and ſome of the 
natural reſources of that empire, in what 
is called its curtailed ſtate; But if 'we 
further conſider how infinitely ſuperior 
its Now ae are to its impotrs, how few 

its 
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its wants how many its ſupplies; its ins 


| ternal reſources may be truly faid to be 


inexhauſtible ; as long as our navy can 
maintain us in the poſſeſſion and uſe of 


them. 


I have hitherto, and ever ſhall, con- 
ſider the iſlands of Great-Britain and Ire- 
land to have the ſame common interefts, 
as well as the ſame King, religion, and 
laws, and do contend, that in its preſent 
emancipated ſtate, from its: late abſurd 
thraldom, that ſoleciſm in politics of an 
imperium in imperio, Ireland will prove, 
as an ally inſtead. of a ſlave, of more 


ſolid advantage, comfort, and ſupport 


to Great-Britain, and more to be relied 
on in time of neceflity, than when the 
parliament of Great- Britain uſurped an 
authority over it; this hath” been long 
fince maintained in theory by abler men 
than I pretend to be, it hath now been 


_ experimentally proved in practice, by 


lending its forces to Great-Britain for 
ä C _ 
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her on defence, and repelling the 


threatened invaſion of the united fleets 
of France and Spain, when hovering on 
its coaſts and menacing a deſcent; this 
inglorious parade of the houſes of Bour- 
bon was fruſtrated by the VoLUNTEERS 
of IREL AND=—patriotic heroes, whoſe 
fame can never die, whoſe legal, tem- 
perate, wile, and determined actions, 
would have : dignified the Roman, as 
much as they honour, and immertalize 


the hiſtoric page of theſe times. 


This fruſtrated attempt employed their 


flotas, their ſuppoſed invincible Armada, 
and waſted one campaign, as Gibraltar 
did another, which elſe had poſſibly been 


_ exerted with effect elſewhere : theſe then 


are the benefits which flow from free- 


dom and independence, a free will offer- 
ing far more deſireable and of more avail 
than the forced and unwilling ſervices of 


flaves: my long reſidence and property 
in both kingdoms; my education and 
connexione 


Lig] 
connexions entitle me to judge; and to- 
be an impartial ſpectator of theſe matters, 
as well as my ſituation in life, which 
ſets me above adulation or deluſion ; my 
conduct in both parliaments hath been, 
and ever ſhall be, for the mutual welfare 
of each ſtate; and the miniſters or per- 
ſons who preſume to create jealouſies or 
miſtruſts between the fiſter kingdoms 
(whoſe general intereſt and equality 
„. of trade and conſtitution every good 
man and ſubject ſhould ſtrive to promote) 
] ſhall not heſitate to pronounce, are 
enemies to their country, and ſuch I look 
upon to be thoſe, w/o, out of place, propoſe 
plans of reform and economy, but never 
_ practiſe them when in; who employ the 
ſame proſtituted hacks of every bad, as 
well as every good adminiſtration in the 
ſubordinate offices and management of 
the ſtate; Who recommend new and uſe- 
leſs corps or regiments, by whatever 
name, or under whatever pretence, at the 
eve of a peace, an unneceſſary burden to 
| Cz = the 
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the people, whoſe ſervices (even in time 
of war) were not wanted; and in oppo- 
ſition to the ſenſe of the nation, in 
detriment to the old eſtabliſhed regulars, 
by putting men who never ſaw ſervice, 
over the heads of veteran officers; ſuch. 
I ſhall confider thoſe who impede the 
progreſs, extenſion, and exports of the. 
manufactures of Ireland ; there is neither 
claim or pretence to reſtrain them from 
any European or American port not ſub- 
jet to Great-Britain, and to exclude. 
them from Dominica while they open it 
to all the world beſides, is both impolitic, 
unkind, and unjuſt, and tends to ſever, 
inſtead of uniting the fiſter countries: a 
mutual courteſy in matters of privilege as 
well as in commerce, is alſo neceſſary 
and prudent to adopt, proving the two 
ſtates as near in union as their reſpective 
fituations admit of; and 'till theſe things 
take place, there will be no end of com- 
plaints, grievances, diſtruſts, and jealou- 
fies. e 


I avoid 


1 

I avoid at preſent touching on the con- 
duct or character of particular perſons, 
though I have much to object to ſeveral. 
T truſt theſe general hints will ſuffice,., 
they are at leaſt well intended, their 
utility I think muſt be obvious to all; in 
hopes of their anſwering the falutary pur- 
poſes intended, I have hitherto ſuppreſſed 
a hiſtory of the adminiſtration alluded to, 
though poſſeſſed of letters, facts, and 
documents, to authenticate the charges 
therein brought againſt them, and which 
if the evils here only ſlightly glanced at 
are not remedied, no conſideration of con- 
nexion or family ſhall prevent me pub- 
liſhing; it wants but little alteration or 
emendation, which other avocations have 
prevented my attending to. I had how- 
ever rather it ſhould never be produced, 
at leaſt during my life, as the malevolent 
in that caſe could not ſay, what they 
perhaps might now, that I was actuated 
by pique, or ſoured by diſappointments, 
and that my ſtrictures were dictated by 
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revenge. (qualities foreign from my Ar. 
poſition) and of no avail in works of ſuch 


a nature, wherein facts and nat prejudices, 
are the baſis. | 


One word e'er I claſe.—T uſed the ex- 
preſſion of England in its curtailed ſtate ; 
I meant only as to America, not as to its 
relative ſtrength and conſequence among 


the European nations. If England when 


diſunited with Scotland, nay often at war 
with her, and at variance with the prin- 


cipality of Wales ; and when Ireland had 


no connexion with her, and no reſources 
therefore drawn from thence, could 
| nevertheleſs penetrate to the gates of 
Paris, take captive its Kings, and repulſe 


the united efforts of France and Spain; 
what can ſhe not effect now ? When 
backed by the two former, and aided by. 
the latter with the Eaſt and Weſt-India 
trade in her hands, with a virtuous and 


conſiſtent miniſtry in both realms, under, 
the good and gracious monarch who hap». 
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Coo 
pily governs both: I will take upon me 
to affirm we are, and ſhall continue, the 
greateſt empire, as to riches, commerce, 
and manufactures, in Europe, miſtreſs of 


f its ſeas, and the ballance of its power, 
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United States, almoſt exhauſted the ſubject; they have ex- 
plained their ideas ſo fully, and have entorced the obligations 
the States are under to render complete juſtice- to all the 


public creditors, with ſo much dignity and energy, that, in 


my opinion, no real friend tothe honour and Independence 
of America can heſitate a moment reſpecting the propriety 


of complying with the juſt and honourable meaſures pro- 
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